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For Immediate Release 

Tara Donovan 
Compositions 

6 Burlington Gardens, London W1S 3ET 

24 January – 9 March 2018 

Private View: Tuesday 23 January, 6–8 p.m. 

London—Pace is delighted to present Tara Donovan: 
Compositions, an exhibition featuring the artist’s most 

recent series of works. The exhibition will be Donovan’s first 

at Pace London and follows her exhibition at Jupiter 

Artland, Edinburgh, in 2015. Tara Donovan: Compositions 

will be on view from 24 January to 9 March 2018 at 6 

Burlington Gardens, London. 

Known for her commitment to process, Donovan has earned 

acclaim for her ability to discover the inherent physical 

characteristics of an object and transform it into 

art. Extending upon the artist’s core interest in investigating 

aggregative procedures using a singular material, the recent 

series is comprised of wall-mounted framed works in various 

sizes that explore stratification as both a sculptural technique 

and a means to construct a two-dimensional picture plane. 

“The process of making comes after I’ve figured out what I want the material to do, and what it is that the 

material is revealing in a phenomenological or perceptual way.” Tara Donovan, 2015.*[1] 

Departing from the monumental forms Donovan produced of layered and heaped styrene cards suggesting 

stalagmites or wind-eroded outcroppings—which comprised part of her solo exhibition at Pace’s 25th Street 

gallery in New York in 2014—the new series inverts the sculptural logic of voluminous horizontal stacking 

by the use of the frame as a means to control the density and orientation of the styrene cards. Each 

Composition develops through an improvisational process of incremental stacking that slowly evolves into 

a unique set of strategic rules that guides the completion of the work. The convergence of the styrene cards 

becomes a dynamic two-dimensional surface pattern of parallel lines produced by the edges of each card 

standing perpendicular to the wall. Combining the linearity of drawing with the materiality of painting, the 

surface gains sculptural volume when a viewer moves around the work, revealing the depth inherent to the 

negative spaces between each of the cards. The cumulative effect of these perceptual qualities recalls 

lenticular printing techniques that rely on offsetting layers to create the illusion of motion on a static surface. 
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Presented in dense groupings of individual works, the exhibition also subverts canonical notions of 

Minimalist seriality by playing with the anonymous, mechanical format of repeated objects. While seemingly 

a display of inert monochrome works from afar, the curious viewer is rewarded with highly responsive, 

undulating fields of material upon closer inspection. 

Tara Donovan: Compositions will be accompanied by a comprehensive illustrated catalogue featuring an 

essay by author, associate professor of Art History and Fine Arts at the University of Southern California 

Suzanne Hudson.  

For the last 20 years, Tara Donovan (b. 1969, Flushing, New York) has used simple, mass produced 

materials and objects to explore the transformative effects of accumulation and aggregation. Donovan has 

explored the effects of accumulation with these materials, at times utilizing hundreds of thousands of units 

such as straws, pins, or cups to generate perceptual phenomena and subtle atmospheric effects. She is 

the recipient of numerous awards including the inaugural Calder Prize in 2005 and a MacArthur Foundation 

“Genius” Award in 2008. 

 

Donovan has been the subject of numerous one-artist exhibitions at institutions worldwide including the 

Hammer Museum, University of California, Los Angeles (2004); Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego 

(2004); University of California Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (2006); Saint Louis Art 

Museum (2006); The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (2007); Indianapolis Museum of Art (2010); 

Milwaukee Art Museum (2012); and Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebæk, Denmark (2014). Her 

more recent museum solo exhibitions include the Parrish Museum, Watermill, NY (2015) and Jupiter 

Artland, Edinburgh, Scotland (2015). Tara Donovan will be the subject of a solo-exhibition at Fieldwork, 

Museum of Contemporary Art, Denver (21 September 2018 - 27 January 2019) and included in the group 

exhibition Hyperobjects, Ballroom Marfa, TX, (13 April - October 2018).  

 

Tara Donovan lives in Brooklyn, New York, and works in Long Island City, New York. Pace has represented 

Donovan since 2005. This is the artist’s twelfth exhibition at Pace. 

 

PACE 

 

Pace is a leading contemporary art gallery representing many of the most significant international artists 

and estates of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Founded by Arne Glimcher in Boston in 1960 and 

currently led by Marc Glimcher, Pace has been a constant, vital force in the art world and has introduced 

many renowned artists’ work to the public for the first time. Pace has mounted more than 900 exhibitions, 

including scholarly shows that have subsequently traveled to museums, and published over 450 exhibition 

catalogues. Today, Pace has eight locations worldwide: three galleries in New York; one in London; one in 

Palo Alto, California; one in Beijing; and spaces in Hong Kong and Seoul. In 2016, the gallery launched 

Pace Art + Technology, a new program dedicated to showcasing interdisciplinary art groups, collectives 

and studios whose works explore the confluence of art and technology. Future\Pace, established in 2016, 

is a cultural partnership between Pace and Futurecity innovating multidisciplinary collaborations for art in 

the public realm. Pace London inaugurated its flagship gallery at 6 Burlington Gardens in 2012. 

 

Pace London is open to the public Tuesday to Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and by appointment on 

Monday.  
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Composition (Cards), 2017, Styrene cards and glue, 39-1/4" x 39-1/4" x 4" (99.7 cm x 99.7 cm x 10.2 cm). Photograph by Kerry 

Ryan McFate © Tara Donovan, courtesy Pace Gallery. 

 

[1] Tara Donovan. “Studio Visit: Tara Donovan.” Interview with Aileen Kwun. Surface, June/July 2015: 22–24, illustrated. 

 

 

For press inquiries, please contact Nicolas Smirnoff, nicolas@pacegallery.com / +44 203 206 7613 

Follow Pace on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
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