
  

  

  

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Keith Coventry  
Junk Paintings 

6 -10 Lexington Street, London, W1S 
2 November – 21 December 2012 

Opening: Thursday, 1 November 2012, 6– 8 p.m. 

Pace London is proud to present Junk Paintings, an exhibition by 
the British artist Keith Coventry at the gallery’s space at 6-10 
Lexington Street. The exhibition, on view from 2 November to 21 
December, features ten new paintings that reinterpret details of 
the iconic McDonald’s logo. 

For more than two decades, Coventry has created paintings and 
sculptures that manipulate legacies of Modernism while 
addressing conditions of contemporary urban life. The artist's 
work conveys an enduring interest in the dark side of idealism: 
urban decay, drug abuse, and alienation. Coventry creates direct 
references to the utopian ideals of Modernism, which originally 
strived to refashion the world. He plays with these beliefs, 
revealing them to be misplaced or even misconceived; the gulf 
between belief and reality stimulates a series of troubling 
undercurrents in his work. 

In Junk Paintings, Coventry proposes a new visual language that focuses on elements of the instantly 
recognizable McDonald’s logo. He first began to manipulate the American fast-food chain’s logo in 2000, 
inspired by the discarded fast-food wrappers that accumulated outside his studio. Coventry noticed that 
the yellow, red, and blue of the company’s visual identity mirrored his own palette, which was originally 
inspired by the Russian Constructivists. The trampled packaging naturally created compositions 
reminiscent of the work of artists from the Constructivist movement. “Capitalist organisations have the 
ability to swallow everything, including aesthetics that have emerged from the Communist era,” said 
Coventry about his use of primary colours in this body of work. Coventry began to revisit the McDonald’s 
concept a year ago, isolating and cropping parts of the logo to yield new paintings that link Minimalism, 
Modernism, and Pop Art with elements of mass-consumerism. 

 “I’ve explored the McDonald’s logo in the past but the difference with this exhibition is that these new 
paintings are much more abstract. I am moving from the objectivity of the logo to the non-objective abstract 
field. I am purifying it from the commercial dimension in a way.” – Keith Coventry, 2012.  

In addition to Junk Paintings at Pace London, this year Coventry’s work will be exhibited across various 
spaces in the UK including the David Roberts Art Foundation, the New Art Centre, and Peer.  

 

 



 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Keith Coventry 
Keith Coventry was born in Burnley in 1958 and lives and works in London. He attended Brighton 
Polytechnic 1978– 81 and Chelsea School of Art London 1981– 82. One of the original “Young British 
Artists,” He was featured in the seminal exhibition Sensation at the Royal Academy of Arts, London, in 
1997. 
 
His work has been exhibited widely in the UK and Europe and is included in collections worldwide, 
including the British Council; Tate Modern; Arts Council of England; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis;, and 
The Museum of Modern Art, New York. In 2010 Coventry was awarded the John Moores Painting Prize. 

Forthcoming exhibitions: 

David Roberts Arts Foundation 
A House of Leaves 
21 September 2012 – 23 February 2013 
http://www.davidrobertsartfoundation.com 

New Art Centre 
Black Bronze, White Slaves 
29 September – 18 November 2012 
http://www.sculpture.uk.com/ 
 
Peer 
Keith Coventry – Deontological Pictures 
3 October – 1 December 2012 
http://www.peeruk.org/ 

Pace 
Pace is a leading contemporary art gallery representing many of the most significant international artists 
and estates of the 20th and 21st centuries. Founded by Arne Glimcher in Boston in 1960 and led by Marc 
Glimcher, Pace has been a constant, vital force in the art world and has introduced many renowned artists’ 
work to the public for the first time. Pace has mounted more than 700 exhibitions, including scholarly 
exhibitions that have subsequently travelled to museums, and published nearly 350 exhibition catalogues. 
Today Pace has seven locations worldwide: four in New York; two in London; and a 25,000-square-foot 
gallery in Beijing. Pace London recently inaugurated its flagship gallery at 6 Burlington Gardens with the 
exhibition Rothko/Sugimoto: Dark Paintings and Seascapes, 4 October – 17 November 2012. 
 
Pace London at 6-10 Lexington Street is open to the public Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. www.pacegallery.com/ 

For press inquiries, please contact: 
London: Nicolas Smirnoff, nicolas@pacegallery.com / 020 7297 2820  
New York: Sarah Goulet, sgoulet@pacegallery.com / +1 212 421 8987 
 
Follow Pace on Facebook (www.facebook.com/pacegallery) and Twitter (twitter.com/pacegallery) 

Image:  Keith Coventry, Untitled (Junk Painting), 2012, oil on linen, glass and wood, 177.5 x 146.5 cm x 8 cm (69-7/8 x 57-11/16 x 3-
1/8"). 
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