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London—Pace London is pleased to 

announce White Black Gold, an exhibition of 

new work by Keith Coventry. The exhibition 

will be on view at the ground floor galleries of 

6 Burlington Gardens from 27 April to 28 

May 2016.  

 

In White Black Gold, Coventry continues his 

multi-decade exploration of the relationship 

between Modernism and its manifestations in 

the contemporary. In the exhibition—

comprised of two new bodies of work and a 

monumental bronze—Coventry disabuses 

Modernism of its utopian promise, locating 

its residue in the debris of the social 

landscape.  

 

In the new Pure Junk series, Coventry 

constructs white monochromatic paintings of 

smoothly sloping forms derived from the 

contours of McDonald’s golden arches logo. 

Constructed from wood, muslin, beeswax, 

gesso, glass and wood, these works assume 

a low-relief sculptural presence, emphasizing the object quality of painting. Evoking a strand of 

Modernist and post-war art, Coventry establishes a link between a hygienic aesthetic free of 

decoration and this larger emergence of junk food, which assumes further complexities in light of 

the all-natural media of the work.   

 

A second group of new Junk works employs the geometry of the McDonald’s logo in small bronze 

and gold sculptures that literalise the golden arches euphemism. The use of bronze transforms 

the design motif of hamburger wrappers and, in Coventry’s words, “ennobles the ignoble.”  

 

Destroyed Shop Window (2016), a cast bronze work modelled after a bombed-out storefront, will 

span the gallery. In much the same way that the Junk works lend a sense of permanence to the 

discarded, this large sculpture memorializes a transient moment in a building’s history, capturing 

it in a state of disuse while it awaits demolition or reconstruction. The sculpture highlights the 

lattice skeleton of the building, and, in Coventry’s conjuring of art history, evokes Modernism’s 

leitmotif: the grid. In contrast to historical notions of the grid, however, Coventry imposes a 

narrative on it, forcing the grid to be read in a specific context. 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

Keith Coventry (b. 1958, Burnley, United Kingdom) attended Brighton Polytechnic and received 

his master’s degree from the Chelsea School of Art in 1982. In 1988, he co-founded the exhibition 



 

space City Racing, which operated in London for a decade; in 2001, City Racing was the subject 

of an exhibition at the Institute of Contemporary Art, London.  

 

Solo exhibitions of Coventry’s work have been presented at Lieu d’art Contemporain, Narbonne, 

France (2014); Modern Collections, London (2013); The Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle, County 

Durham (2012); PEER, London (2012); Museum of London (2010). In 2006, Tramway, Glasgow, 

presented a midcareer survey of the artist’s paintings. His work has been included in major group 

exhibitions including Sensation at the Royal Academy of Arts (1997) and Adventures of the Black 

Square: Abstract Art and Society, 1915–2015 at Whitechapel Gallery (2015) and is in numerous 

public collections worldwide including the Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego; The Museum 

of Modern Art, New York; Tate, London; and Walker Art Center, Minneapolis. 

 

Coventry lives and works in London. This is his second solo exhibition at Pace.  

 

PACE  

 

Pace is a leading contemporary art gallery representing many of the most significant international 

artists and estates of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Founded by Arne Glimcher in Boston 

in 1960 and led by Marc Glimcher, Pace has been a constant, vital force in the art world and has 

introduced many renowned artists’ work to the public for the first time. Pace has mounted more 

than 800 exhibitions, including scholarly ones that have subsequently travelled to museums, and 

published nearly 450 catalogues. Today Pace has nine locations worldwide: four in New York; two 

in London; one in Beijing, one in Hong Kong and a temporary space in Menlo Park, California. 

Pace London inaugurated its flagship gallery at 6 Burlington Gardens in 2012. 

 

Pace London is open to the public Tuesday to Saturday from 10 am to 6 pm 

www.pacegallery.com/ 

 

### 

 

For press inquiries, please contact Nicolas Smirnoff, nicolas@pacegallery.com / +44 203 206 

7613  

 

Follow Pace on Facebook (facebook.com/pacegallery), Twitter (twitter.com/pacegallery) and 

Instagram (http://instagram.com/pacegallery) 
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